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Kindergarten Center

« Hudson Falls Fire Department
Halloween Parades
Snow Plow Safety
PTSA Craft Night
Class Carnival
Field Trip to Hudson Falls Police Station
Field Trips to the Hudson Falls Public Library
- STEAM Days

Primary School

Ag Club
Advanced Chess Club (Third Grade)
Animal Science Club (First/Second Grade)
Battle of the Books (Third Grade)

+ Chorus Club (Third Grade)

+ Lego Club (Third Grade)

« New Player Chess Club
(Second/Third Grade)

« Origami Club

Intermediate

« Band (Fifth Grade)

- Battle of the Books (Fourth Grade)

. Battle of the Books (Fifth Grade)

« Chess Team (Third/Fourth/Fifth Grade)
« Chorus Club

- Climate Action Project Club
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HUDSON FALLS CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

Note to Students

Joining clubs and activities at school is a great way to be involved in your school community
and develop lifelong interests. Extracurricular activities are key to a well-rounded education.
The Hudson Falls Central School District, across its five school buildings, is proud to

offer more than 60 clubs, extracurriculars, and intramurals that our students can participate in.

There is something for everyonel!

If you are interested in joining any of the extracurricular activities that you see listed in this

catalog, please contact your school counselor or the staff advisor listed for the activity.

High School Counseling Office (Grades 9-12)
518-681-4214

Krista Rosse: krosse@hfcsd.org

Sarah McCormick: smccormick@hfcsd.org

Sondra Smith: ssmith5@hfcsd.org

Middle School Counseling Office (Grades 6-8)
518-681-4314

Tricia Chizek: tchizek@hfcsd.org

James Shaw: jshaw3@hfcsd.org

Intermediate School Counseling Office (Grades 4-5)
518-681-4430

Kathryn Johnson:: kjiohnson@hfcsd.org

Grades K-3 Counseling Office (Grades K-3)
518-681-4315

Jenna Middleton: jmiddleton@hfcsd.org
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KINDERGARTEN CENTER

A student’s participation in school wide
activities helps hone communication skills,
foster creative thinking, and improve leadership
ability. While there are currently no clubs at the
Kindergarten Center, our youngest students are

invited to participate in the following activities.

Hudson Falls Fire
Department Visits

Aimed at teaching fire safety to our youngest students, the Hudson
Falls Fire Department visits the Kindergarten Center each October
for Fire Safety Month. Then, in June, students take a field trip to
visit the Hudson Falls Fire Department. Attendees will take a tour of
the fire station and participate in a fire safety education program.
This is open to kindergarten students only.

Halloween Parades

To celebrate Halloween, students are invited to participate in their
respective grades’ Halloween Parade. The UPK classes hold a walk
to the Strand Theater on Halloween, and the kindergarten classes
have their separate parade later in the day.

Snow Plow Safety

In November, the Kindergarten Center arranges a snow plow

visit to the school. The driver teaches the students about the
importance of snow removal and how to be safe during the winter
season. This is open to UPK and kindergarten students.

PTSA Craft Night

The Parent Teacher Student Association hosts a Craft Night for
students at our Kindergarten Center. Through arts and crafts,
students have a space to express their creativity and imagination
while learning to take pride in their work. PTSA Craft Night is open
to UPK and kindergarten students.

Class Carnival

In June, our UPK classes set up a carnival on campus. UPK Students
are invited to play games, win prizes, and participate in activities
centered around the theme of the carnival. On the same day, our
kindergarten classes will be treated to a field trip.

Field Trip to Hudson Falls
Police Station

The Kindergarten Center hosts an annual field trip in June to the
local police station. Students are invited to tour the station, learn
about the duties of a police officer, and see the holding cells,
fingerprint machines, camera equipment, patrol vehicles, and
more. This activity is only open to kindergarten students.

Field Trip to Hudson Falls
Public Library

Once a month, our kindergarten students take a walking trip to
the Hudson Falls Public Library where they are treated to story
time by one of the staff members. These outings are a wonderful
opportunity to connect our students to all that our village library
has to offer both during and after the school day.

STEAM Days

Twice a year, our National Honor Society students volunteer to
spend a day with our UPK and kindergarten students at a variety of
STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics)
stations. From programming and coding a mouse to making their
very own snow, these activities introduce students to the world of
science, technology, engineering and mathematics.
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PRIMARY SCHOOL

Ag Club

Staff Advisor: Heather Graham

Is your child curious about where their food comes from? The Ag
Club offers a fun and engaging way for Primary School students

to learn about agriculture. Each month, we'll focus on a different
aspect of farming, from planting and harvesting to animal care
and farm operations. Local farmers will visit to share their expertise
through interactive presentations and activities, and students will
have the opportunity to experience farm life firsthand with field
trips to local farms.

Advanced Chess Club
(Third Grade Only)

Staff Advisor: Jordan Beck

Advanced Chess Club is for students who have joined the New
Player Chess Club and are now second-year club members. As
the year progresses, the club will work on more advanced chess
tactics, strategies, and openings. The club concludes by hosting a
tournament, complete with prizes.

Animal Science Club
(First/Second Grade Only)

Staff Advisor: Heather Graham

The Animal Science Club is a fun and educational program for
young scientists. Students will explore the fascinating world of
animals, learning about animal body parts and how they help
animals survive in their habitats (Grade 1). They'll also discover
what animals need to survive, how they depend on each other and
the importance of biodiversity for a healthy ecosystem (Grade 2).

Battle of the Books
(Third Grade Only)

Staff Advisor: Karen Nassivera

Each year, America’s Battle of the Books provides a list of books for
the local chapters throughout the nation. Students are challenged
to read the books on the list to prepare for “Battles,” a full-day
tournament or game, in which student teams compete against
other schools to earn points by answering questions about the
books on the book lists.

Chorus Club
(Third Grade Only)

Staff Advisor: Andrew Schneider

Our Chorus Club is a performance-based group where students
work on musical numbers that are performed for two concerts
during the school year. One concert is held in the winter. The other
is held in the spring during the Primary School fine arts night. No
prior club experience is needed to participate, just your voice and a
can-do attitude!

Lego Club
(Third Grade Only)

Staff Advisor: Heather Graham

Does your child love LEGOs and engineering? This club offers
weeks of creative fun, teamwork and hands-on building
challenges. Kids will have the opportunity to design and build
amazing new creations each week, fostering their imagination and
problem-solving skills.
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New Player Chess Club
(Second/Third Grade Only)

Staff Advisor: Jordan Beck

Chess Club starts with the most basic rules of chess and gets as
advanced as we can in the time we have. This introduction level
club is perfect for beginners looking to engage in the game of
chess with other players of a similar skill level. At the end of the
school year, the club organizes a tournament complete with prizes.

Origami Club

Staff Advisor: Julianna Powhida

Origami is a paper-folding craft to create both two-dimensional
and three-dimensional subjects. The fun, inexpensive crafts make
great decorations and gifts. From paper cranes to fortune tellers,
there is an origami model for just about anything students can
think of.

INTERMEDIATE

SCHOOL

Band
(Fifth Grade Only)

Staff Advisor: Brittany Plano

Band aims to introduce students to the fundamentals of playing

a musical instrument in a group setting. Students will learn basic
music theory, technique, and performance skills through playing a
variety of musical styles.

Prerequisite: Registering for band class (including lessons during
the school day).

Battle of the Books
(Fourth Grade Only)

Staff Advisor: Melanie Healy

Each year, America’s Battle of the Books provides a list of books for
the local chapters throughout the nation. Students are challenged
to read the books on the list to prepare for “Battles,” a full-day
tournament or game, in which student teams compete against
other schools to earn points by answering questions about the
books on the book lists.

Battle of the Books
(Fifth Grade Only)

Staff Advisor: Brett Wilson

Together, the club reads ten books one by one, ranging from
biographies to fiction chapter books. The advisor for the club
will check for student comprehension of chapters by introducing
review games and activities. Participants will prepare to compete
in the Battle of the Books competition held at SUNY Adirondack
each March.
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Chess Team
(Third/Fourth/Fifth Grade Only)

Intro to Boys’ Basketball
(Fourth/Fifth Grade Only)

Staff Advisor: Jordan Beck

Chess Team takes Chess Club to the next level, creating a season
similar to that of a sports team. This team is for a select group of
students who have shown excellent chess skills and commitment.
The group is invite-only at this time. The club will have two
practices each week, fun events every other Saturday, and end
the year with the New York State Scholastic Chess Championship
tournament in Saratoga!

Chorus Club

Staff Advisor: Andrew Schneider

This club is a performance-based group where students come
together and work on music to sing for two concerts each school
year. One concert will be in the winter, the other will be in the
spring. No prior club experience is needed to participate. Just your
voice and can-do attitude!

Climate Action Project Club

Staff Advisor: Heather Craner

The Climate Action Project is a free virtual six-week project where
teachers and students collaborate on environmental topics. The

club brings Hudson Falls students together to collaborate for
conservation. Throughout the project, classrooms will explore

the causes and effects of climate change. Students will have the
opportunity to develop solutions to the climate crisis and take action.

Create a Comic Club

Staff Advisor: Brett Wilson

This club is dedicated to teaching students about the creation
process of a comic book, from early script writing to artwork
outlining. Each meeting is divided in half. The first half dedicated to
an introductory concept and the second half dedicated to students
applying what they learned to their own comic. Student comics
will be laminated and bound together at the end of the year so
students can walk out with their own completed comic books.

Staff Advisor: Greg Smith

The Intro to Boys' Basketball club brings together fun and
fundamentals, giving participants a solid introduction to the sport
of basketball and an understanding of team play. As they grow, the
club will set student-athletes up for a future in the sport.

Intro to Girls’ Basketball
(Fourth/Fifth Grade Only)

Staff Advisor: Ethan Doak

The Intro to Girls’ Basketball club brings together fun and
fundamentals, giving participants a solid introduction to the sport
of basketball and an understanding of team play. As they grow, the
club will set student-athletes up for a future in the sport.

Music Practice Club

Staff Advisor: Brittany Plano

Music Practice Club is an opportunity for student musicians
participating in band and orchestra to receive extra help and get a
jump start on their weekly practice requirements.
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New Player Chess Club

Staff Advisor: Jordan Beck

For students who are new to the game of chess, the New Player
Chess Club teaches the most basic rules of chess. As the school
year progresses, participants will learn more advanced techniques.
The club ends the school year by hosting its very own tournament,
complete with prizes!

Robotics Club

Staff Advisor: Nick Richards

Students work together to design and build programmable robots
that incorporate motors and sensors. Students also learn to use
Blockly coding to program their creations to perform tasks. This
club introduces students to the VEX robotics system that is used in
Middle School robotics clubs and competitions.

Theatre Club
(Fourth/Fifth Grade Only)

Staff Advisors: Katie Brown and Sarabeth Mason

Theatre Club introduces students to the elements of acting and
drama, working to put a production together throughout the
course of the club dates.

Tiger Trading Card Game Club

Staff Advisor: Korey Kennedy

The Tiger Trading Card Game Club teaches students how to
improve the play of their favorite trading card games by sharing
new strategies for play and facilitating trading card matches
amongst the participants. A variety of card games are available for
students to choose from. Participants are encouraged to bring their
personal collections to participate.

MIDDLE SCHOOL

Animal Club

Staff Advisor: Shannon Gillis

Open to all animal lovers, Animal Club shares and promotes proper
care for animals. Participants will learn how to care for their own
pets and how to advocate for all animals in the community.

Battle of the Books

Staff Advisor: Jennifer McGuinness

Do you love to read? Do you want to use your reading trivia skills
to battle teams from other schools? If so, Battle of the Books

might just be the club for you! We read and discuss ten books and
compete against other schools in a day-long competition in March
atalocal college.

Chess Club

Staff Advisor: Thomas Aldridge

Chess Club trains stronger chess players in our Middle School.
Participants learn how to play chess and when to utilize various
strategies. Chess matches against other club members are
scheduled so students can test their skills.




HUDSON FALLS CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

Girls on the Run

Staff Advisor: Johanna Reese

The nationwide organization Girls on the Run is a fun, evidence-
based program that inspires participants to recognize their inner
strength, increase their level of physical activity, imagine their
possibilities, and confidently stand up for themselves and others.
The club teaches essential life skills through movement.

Intro to Volleyball Club

Staff Advisor: Ashlie Dolphin

Com ic BOOk & Anime CI Ub Learn the sport of volleyball and play against others that are new

to the game. Volleyball is a team sport that requires organization
Staff Advisor: Jaykob Neddo among players. Club members will work as a supportive group to
Students dive into the world of anime and comics in Comic Book develop their team-building skills.

& Anime Club! Students will explore their favorite series, discover
new ones and connect with fellow fans. Popular titles, fan art, and

Japanese culture will be explored through crafts and activities. Jazz Band
Staff Advisor: Jaimen Hume
Cl"aft CI u b Jazz Band is for our student musicians who have an interest in the
jazz genre. Learn to play classical and modern jazz pieces with
Staff Advisor: Jenna Hall peers who share your appreciation for jazz.

Exercise your creativity with Craft Club. Participants will learn
and practice different craft activities. Get ready to unleash your

imagination and explore your artistic talents! Jou rna I ism CI u b
Staff Advisor: Meghan Ross
DiverSity CI u b In Journalism Club, students will create new stories on current
events they would like to share with their peers! The club practices
Staff Advisor: Elizabeth Whitty interviewing skills, writing articles, and producing/editing videos.
Students of different backgrounds come together to make There is a place for everyone in the Journalism Club, whether in
connections and build community in this club. The Diversity front of the camera or behind the scenes.

Club celebrates all identities and works to spread its message of
acceptance throughout the Hudson Falls School District.

Esports
Staff Advisor: Meghan Ross

Esports describes the world of competitive, organized video
gaming. Competitors from different leagues or teams face off in
the same games that are popular with at-home gamers: Rocket
League, Super Smash, Mario Kart, League of Legends, and more.
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No Place for Hate

Quest Club

Staff Advisors: Kate Diamond and Erin Esposito

This club empowers students to build a more inclusive and
respectful school community. Through discussions and interactive
activities, we'll explore important values like respect, tolerance,
kindness and self-awareness. Members will also take an active role
in promoting positive change by planning school-wide initiatives,
from creating posters and announcements to producing videos.

TOER FKDE..
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Operation Santa (Walk/Run/Jog)

Staff Advisor: Maureen Niesz

Operation Santa Claus brings gifts of food, clothes, and toys

to underprivileged children each holiday season. Funding for

the donations comes from their annual walk/run/jog, where
participants collect pledges from members of the community for
every mile they cover.

Orchestra Club

Staff Advisor: Jesse Stevenson

An orchestra is a large group of musicians who play a variety of
different instruments together, usually playing classical numbers.
Learn how a group can play as one with our Orchestra Club.

Photography/Yearbook Club

Staff Advisor: Elizabeth Whitty

This club works to design, photograph, print, and produce the
annual Hudson Falls Middle School yearbook each school year.
Yearbook Club provides students with an opportunity to learn
advanced computer technology, the basics of desktop publishing,
graphic design, and photography basics.

Staff Advisor: Joy Lindsay

Join us twice a week to transform a classroom into a world of
interactive, hands-on challenges. Collaborate with your team to
solve each episode’s quest, inspired by engaging stories. Ignite
your curiosity, spark your creativity and experience the excitement
of team-based learning!

Quiz Bowl Club

Staff Advisor: Monica Moran

Students will test their knowledge and compete against other
schools. We're a student organization where members practice
and compete using a buzzer system to answer questions on a wide
range of academic subjects, from history and science to literature
and current events.

Fabricate

W
Form
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Ski and Snowboard Club

(Open to students in middle and high school)

Staff Advisors: Harold Cloud and Kirsten Kruk

The Ski and Snowboard Club is for students interested in night
skiing at West Mountain. The club catches a bus at the Middle
School on six Wednesdays during the winter. A club permission
slip and West Mountain registration is required. Any member with
three years or less experience must register for lessons.

Spanish Club

Staff Advisor: Brianna Steele

The Spanish Club proposes to promote awareness, appreciation,
and understanding of the people and diverse cultural productions
of the Spanish-speaking world. It is a great place for students to
learn the language and practice it with peers.

Strategic Games Club

Staff Advisor: Jaykob Neddo

The club is about learning to play tabletop and role playing games
as well as writing and telling stories. Participants will play games
against one another.

Student Council

Staff Advisor: Meghan Ross

The Student Council is a representative government of students
that makes decisions about activities, clubs, assemblies, and other
school-wide matters. Their goal is to make all students feel heard
and included in a positive school experience. Any Middle School
student may join the Student Council. Members are actively
involved in various events throughout the year and will participate
in fundraisers that positively impact the school community.

VEX Robotics Club

Staff Advisor: Cami Samuelson

Our Robotics Club uses VEX 1Q technology to power robots. VEX
IQ is a snap-together robotics system designed to provide new
and advanced users the chance to practice engineering principles.
Students work in teams to design, build, drive, and program
robots in order to compete in the yearly VEX Robotics challenge.
Participation in local tournaments is encouraged.

HIGH SCHOOL

After School Weight Room

Staff Advisor: Chris Doody

Students are welcome to join us for workouts after school to
improve or maintain their muscular endurance, cardio, and
flexibility. Students will get a chance to explore the different levels
of training using free weights and universal machines.

Art/Scenery Club

Staff Advisor: Erin Challen

This club coordinates with our Drama Club to design and paint the
set for the spring musical production. Painting and planning starts
at the beginning of February. The club meets after school and on
Saturdays until the opening week of the show, which is typically
planned for the end of March. No painting experience is necessary.
The club is open to all HFHS students.

Book Club

Staff Advisor: Kelly Heath

Book Club meets after school twice a month in the high school
library. Students choose one book a month to read and discuss
with peers at meetings. The club has the ability to plan a field trip
or two during the school year.
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Drama Club

Staff Advisor: Rene Roberge

Drama Club consists of a passionate group of student performers,
directors and crew members, dedicated to bringing stories to life
on stage. Each year, the club showcases its talent with a fall play
and a spring musical. Whether you are a seasoned performer or
new to the stage, there’s a place for everyone in Drama Club!

Esports

Staff Advisors: James Delancey and Lea Houle

Esports officially stands for electronic sports, not to be
confused with video games. Esports takes video gaming to
another level with organized competitive gameplay between
two teams, governed by its own set of rules and guidelines.
Esports requires teamwork, communication, critical and
strategic thinking, creativity, sportsmanship, and leadership —
much like traditional sports.

Hudson Falls Future Farmers of
America (FFA)

Staff Advisor: Maggie Hogan

In 2023, Hudson Falls CSD was officially awarded with a FFA
chapter and charter. FFA is a vibrant student organization that uses
agricultural education to transform lives and prepare members

for outstanding leadership, personal development, and career
success. Through practical experiences, FFA members’ potential is
developed and their talents are discovered, providing them with
the skills they need to succeed in the real world.

Key Club

Staff Advisor: Meghan McGurl

Key Club is the oldest and largest service program for high school
students! It is a student-led organization that teaches leadership
through service to others. Members of the Kiwanis International
family, Key Club members gain quality leadership skills and build
character as they serve their schools and communities. Key Club
has approximately 260,000 members in approximately 5,000 clubs.
Key Club is represented in 31 countries. The Hudson Falls High
School Key Club participates in many community service activities,
fundraising events, and leadership conferences. Once members
reach their senior year of high school, they become eligible to
apply for many scholarships through Kiwanis International to
reward the work they have done.
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Mock Trial

Roots and Shoots

Staff Advisors: Andrew Companion and Mark
Frament

A mock trial is an act or imitation trial. In this educational club, high
school students have the opportunity to gain first-hand knowledge
of civil/criminal law and courtroom procedures. Participants will
experiment with trial law, developing skills like persuasive writing,
critical thinking, public speaking, and performance.

Photography Club

Staff Advisor: Ella Hoag

Capture your world! Join us to explore the art of photography.
Learn about composition, camera function, working with light and
how to critique photos. Students will have a chance to showcase
their best work at the Celebration of the Arts in May.

Pickleball Club

Staff Advisor: Mary Hilliard

Love a fun and fast-paced sport? Students (and teachers) of all

skill levels are welcome to learn and play pickleball. We'll provide
the equipment, so just come ready to learn the basics—scoring,
positioning, paddle skills and strategy. Participants will also learn
about the importance of teamwork in doubles play, though singles
is an option too.

Quiz Bowl

Staff Advisor: Margaret Hickey

Quiz Bowl is a game in which two teams compete head-to-head
to answer questions from all areas of knowledge, including
history, literature, science, fine arts, current events, popular
culture, sports, and more. There are also tournaments for
individual players. Any fans of Jeopardy or trivia will excel at this
fast-paced team competition.

Rainbow Alliance

Staff Advisor: Jordan LeClair

The Rainbow Alliance is a safe space for all students to come
together and promote understanding and equality. We work to
create a school where everyone can be themselves and stand up
against discrimination.

Staff Advisor: Colleen Mager

Roots and Shoots is a service club whose goal is to make the world
a better place for all living things. Club members organize recycling
at the school, participate in roadside clean-ups, invite guest
speakers, go on field trips, host a pot-luck dinner and tackle new
projects every year. Joining Roots and Shoots is a great way to have
a positive impact on the world around you.

Ski and Snowboard Club

(Open to students in middle and high school)

Staff Advisors: Harold Cloud and Kirsten Kruk

The Ski and Snowboard Club is for students interested in night
skiing at West Mountain. The club catches a bus at the Middle
School on six Wednesdays during the winter. A club permission
slip and West Mountain registration is required. Any member with
three years or less experience must register for lessons.

Spanish Club

Staff Advisors: Colleen Mager and Marissa Riggi

The Spanish club is for students in grades 9-12 who are interested
in having a great time participating in cultural activities from the
Spanish speaking world. Spanish Club members cook, have game
nights, movie nights, take field trips and much more! The club is
open to high school students interested in improving their literacy
of the language.
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Spirit Club

Staff Advisor: Greg Smith

Show off your school spirit! Participants will use this space to create
posters promoting school activities using traditional and digital art
materials. Go Tigers!

Strategic Games Club

Staff Advisor: Lea Houle

Strategic Games Club is a fun opportunity for students to interact
with other students who have a shared interest in games and
allows them to be in a safe, accepting community environment.
Students are able to play games such as chess, Pandemic,
checkers, Pathfinder, Catan and others. The games are strictly
regulated to board games, to allow students to develop social and
interpersonal skills, and enhance their problem-solving and critical
thinking abilities.

Student Council
Staff Advisors: Lisa Hogan and Sondra Smith

The Hudson Falls High School Student Council is a community
building organization. The club works within the high school
community and organizes outreach opportunities in the greater
Hudson Falls community. The Student Council plans school
based events throughout the year, including spirit weeks for
Homecoming, winter holidays, and a spring celebration. The
Student Council also hosts a fall/winter semi-formal and a

spring neon dance. Community outreach events include our
Thanksgiving Basket initiative and St. Baldrick’s Day event to raise
money for childhood cancer. All students are invited to be a part of
the Student Council.

Trap Shooting Club

Staff Advisor: James DelLancey

Test your aim and reflexes! Trap Shooting is a precision sport that
develops focus, discipline and hand-eye coordination. Compete
against other schools and improve your skills in this rapidly
growing high school sport.

Vex Robotics

Staff Advisors: Jordan LeClair and Kristen Saville

Students in VEX Robotics are tasked with designing and building
a robot to compete in various challenges, competitions, and
tournaments throughout the year. VEX Robotics competitions
prepare students to become future innovators—95% of
participants reporting an increased interest in STEM subject areas
and pursuing STEM-related careers!
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PROUDLY, WE ARE THE
HUDSON FALLS TIGERS

MISSION

VISION

We exist to create opportunities
for students to become confident,
lifelong learners and successful,
engaged members of the larger
Tiger community.

For all students, we believe
supportive relationships,
broad opportunities, and high
expectations pave the way for
each individual to grow, reach
their potential, and fulfill their
purpose.

Our schools are a place where
together we foster curiosity,
remain ever-optimistic, adapt to
a changing world, and deliver
greatness.

To deliver greatness, we maintain
our unwavering sense of

Tiger Pride with trust, respect,
collaboration, communication,
and a supportive community with
expectations for excellence.
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